
Homesite Evaluation Score 

Card 





Same as in Land Judging!!! 





NOT the same as in Land Judging!!!  Refers to ease of 

excavation!!! 

Soil depth  

 

This refers to the vertical depth of a soil to bedrock, such as limestone 

or consolidated clays, that restrict or prohibit excavations. Severity of 

limitations due to depth may vary greatly for different uses… 



Same as in Land Judging!!! 



7 

Only in Homesite Evaluation!!! 
Shrink-swell  

Shrink-swell potential is implied in the permeability, texture, and mineralogy of a soil. 

Because it is important in foundation design, it should have special consideration. The 

most clayey layer in the profile is generally considered in relation to shrink-swell. Shrink-

swell potential is not generally a factor for lawns, shrubs, and gardens.  

 

Low shrink-swell. Sandy soils, and those loamy soils whose clay-size particles are 

not influenced by smectite or montmorillonite clay. Slight limitations for foundations 

and septic systems.  

Moderate shrink-swell. Loamy soils with clay particles dominated by smectite or 

montmorillonite minerals, and clayey soils not dominated by smectite or 

montmorillonite clay. Moderate limitations for foundations and septic systems.  

High shrink-swell. Fine-textured soils having clay particles dominated by smectite 

or montmorillonite. Severe limitations for foundations and septic systems.  

 

Note: Organic soil material as defined under “Surface Texture” in the “Land Judging” 

portion of this circular has low shrink-swell potential. (Organic soil may be subject to 

“subsidence,” but shrink-swell is a different phenomenon from subsidence.)  





Same as in Land Judging!!! 



Only in Homesite Evaluation!!! 





Take the worst case from the column above each 

area of evaluation.  There are no penalties for having 

more than one moderate or severe limitation!!! 





CONDITIONS OF FIELDS FOR HOMESITE EVALUATION 

FIELD NO. ________ 

 

1. Thickness of the surface soil was ___________________. 

 

2. Other conditions are: 

  Type of clay mineral that is dominant?___________________. 

  Frequency of flooding?_____________________________. 

  Gullies present?___________________. 

  Range of depths to wet season water table?_________________. 

  Other?______________________________________________. 

 

 

Note: Items in red (bold) normally should be shown on conditions poster.  Items in green (not bold) 

may or may not be shown, at discretion of contest officials.   









Go to http://landjudging.ifas.ufl.edu/ for 

additional information, including training 

materials as well as photos of pits and 

official answers from past State Contests.   

http://landjudging.ifas.ufl.edu/

