
Homesite Evaluation Score 

Card 





Same as in Land Judging!!! 





NOT the same as in Land Judging!!!  Refers to ease of 

excavation!!! 

Soil depth  

 

This refers to the vertical depth of a soil to bedrock, such as limestone 

or consolidated clays, that restrict or prohibit excavations. Severity of 

limitations due to depth may vary greatly for different usesé 



Same as in Land Judging!!! 



7 

Only in Homesite Evaluation!!! 
Shrink-swell  

Shrink-swell potential is implied in the permeability, texture, and mineralogy of a soil. 

Because it is important in foundation design, it should have special consideration. The 

most clayey layer in the profile is generally considered in relation to shrink-swell. Shrink-

swell potential is not generally a factor for lawns, shrubs, and gardens.  

 

Low shrink-swell. Sandy soils, and those loamy soils whose clay-size particles are 

not influenced by smectite or montmorillonite clay. Slight limitations for foundations 

and septic systems.  

Moderate shrink-swell. Loamy soils with clay particles dominated by smectite or 

montmorillonite minerals, and clayey soils not dominated by smectite or 

montmorillonite clay. Moderate limitations for foundations and septic systems.  

High shrink-swell. Fine-textured soils having clay particles dominated by smectite 

or montmorillonite. Severe limitations for foundations and septic systems.  

 

Note: Organic soil material as defined under ñSurface Textureò in the ñLand Judgingò 

portion of this circular has low shrink-swell potential. (Organic soil may be subject to 

ñsubsidence,ò but shrink-swell is a different phenomenon from subsidence.)  





Same as in Land Judging!!! 



Only in Homesite Evaluation!!! 


