Land Judging Score Card

Part Two: Conservation Practices



LAND JUDGING SCORE CARD

Field No

Indicate your answer by an X in the

LAND CHARACTERISTICS - PART ONE
SURFACE TEXTURE

(Organic)
ORGANIC MATTER (SURFACE SOIL)

Medium

Very Thick

]
MOVEMENT OF AIR AND WATER IN THE

SOIL (PERMEABILITY)
Rapid
Moderate

A Nearly level

B Gently sloping

C Moderately sloping
D Strongly sloping

F Very steep
EROSION - WIND AND WATER
None to slight
Moderate
Severe
Very severe
DRAINAGE

Somewhat poor
Moderately well or well
Excessive
FACTORS DETERMINING LAND CLASS
Texture
Organic matter
Thickness of rooting zone
Permeability
Slope
Erosion

LAND CAPABILITY CLASS
iV v Ve VIE VI
Circle one of the above
SOIL ORDER
Alfisol Mollisol
Aridisol
Entisol Spodosol
Histosol
Vertisol
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CONSERVATION PRACTICES - PART TWO
S 2 :

Use soil conserving and improving crops:
. Every year between cash crops.

. Every other year.

. Two years out of three.

. Three years out of four.

. Contour strip cropping.

. Manage crop residue.

. Use sod-based rotation.

. Wind strip cropping.

. Use field windbreaks.

. Control noxious plants.

. Establish recommended grasses and/or
legumes.

. Manage pasture or range properly.

. Protect from wildfire.

. Plant recommended trees.

. Harvest trees selectively.

. Use for wildlife or recreational area.
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MECHANICAL

18. Terrace.

19. Farm on the contour.

20. Maintain terraces.

21. Construct diversion terraces.
22. Develop waterways.

23. Install water control system.
24. Control gullies.

25,

FERTILIZER & SOIL AMENDMENTS
27. Lime.

28. Nitrogen.

29. Phosphorus.

30. Potassium.

31. One micronutrient.

32. Two or more micronutrients.

SCORE PART |
SCORE PART Il
TOTAL SCORE
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CONSERVATION PRACTICES - PART TWO

VEGETATIVE

Use soil conserving and improving crops:
. Every year between cash crops.

. Every other year.

. Two years out of three.

. Three years out of four.

AWN =

5. Contour strip cropping.

6. Manage crop residue.

7. Use sod-based rotation.

8. Wind strip cropping.

9. Use field windbreaks.

0. Control noxious plants.

1. Establish recommended grasses and/or
legumes.

12. Manage pasture or range properly.

13. Protect from wildfire.

14. Plant recommended trees.

15. Harvest tr i . e

L ey Conservation Practices

. Use for wildlife or recreational area.
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Part Two of the Land Judging Score Card deals with conservation
practices. Local conditions may require some modifications of the following
recommendations. Consult your County Extension Agent, SCS District Conser-
vationist, or Vocational Agriculture Teacher.

Vegetative

Practices Number 1, 2, 3, and 4. Use soil-conserving and soil-improving
crops -- Prevent or retard erosion, maintain or improve rather than
deplete soil organic matter, improve soil structure and tilth, increase
water intake, and increase fertility. Use of close-seeded crops and/or
incorporation of green manure into the soil would help to achieve these
results, Use crops that conserve and improve soil every year between
cash crops on Class I land. Use them every other year on Class II land.
Use them two years out of three on Class III land. Use them three years

out of four on Class IV land.




LAND CLASSES AND SAFE LAND USES

THE LENGTH OF BAR SHOWS THE SAFE USES FOR EACH CLASS OF LAND
NOTE: THE SHORTER THE BARS THE FEWER THE SAFE USES

VERY
INTENSIVE

RECREATION

CLASS &
WILDLIFE

LIMITED MODERATE INTENSIVE

GRAZING

INTENSIVE
GRAZING

LIMITED

FORESTRY

NO CULTIVATION BELOW
CLASS IV




CLASS |

Neevery

year

b e

{ Summer:

Winter:

{ sSummer:

Winter:

{ Summer:
Winter:

Summer:

Winter:

Row crop
Cover Crop
Row Crop
Cover Crop
Row Crop
Cover Crop
Row Crop

Cover Crop




CLASS I

Neevery

{ Summer:

Winter:

Summer:

Winter:

Winter:

Summer:

Winter:

|
|

Row crop
Cover Crop
Cover Crop
Cover Crop
Row Crop
Cover Cro
Cover Cro

Cover Cro

ot her
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Row crop

Cover Cro
Cover Cro
Cover Cro

Cover Cro

Cover Cro




CLASS | V: nét hree vear s

{ Summer: Row crop
Winter: Cover Crop
Summer: Cover Crop

Winter: Cover Crop

Winter: Cover Crop
Summer: Cover Crop

Winter: Cover Cro

{ Summer: Cover Crop







